Chapter XXXIV
INFLUENCE  OF DEMOCRATIC OPINIONS  AND
SENTIMENTS  UPON   POLITICAL SOCIETY
I SHOULD imperfectly fulfil the purpose of this book If,
after having shown what opinions and sentiments are
suggested by the principle of equality, I did not point
out, ere I conclude, the general influence which these
same opinions and sentiments may exercise upoa the
government of human societies. To succeed in this
object I shall frequently have to retrace my steps;
but I trust the reader \vill not refuse to follow me
through paths already known to him, which may lead
to some new truth.
The principle of equality, which makes men inde-
pendent of each other, gives them a habit and a taste
for following, in their private actions, no other guide
but their own will. This complete independence,
which they constantly enjoy toward their equals and
in the intercourse of private life, tends to make them
look upon all authority with a jealous eye, and speedily
suggests to them the notion and the love of political
freedom. Men living at such times have a natural
bias to free institutions. Take any one of them at a
venture, and search if you can his most deep-seated
instincts; you will find that of all governments he will
soonest conceive and most highly value that govern-
ment wThose head he has himself elected, and whose
administration he may control. Of all the political
effects produced by the equality of conditions, this
love of independence is the first to strike the observing,
and to alarm the timid ; nor can it be said that their
alarm is wholly misplaced, for anarchy has a more
formidable aspect in democratic countries than else-
where. As the citizens have no direct influence on
each other, as soon as the supreme power of the
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